Anderson High School

Speech and Debate

Judge’s Manual



AFTER RECEIVING YOUR BALLOTS

After you receive your ballots, go to the specified room number and sit at a desk
somewhere in the middle of the room, a few rows from the front.

For Interpretive events — Contestants will enter as a group, and (if they are not
cross-entered (“x-e”) will stay to observe all the other contestants.

For extemporaneous events (DX, FX) - the students will enter the room one at a
time, at 10-minute intervals.

Copy each contestant’s name, school code and speaker number from the master
ballot onto the individual ballots.

Call the contestants up to present in the order they are listed on the ballot. Ifa
student is cross-entered (xe), they are competing in another round of competition
and will arrive when they have finished. Call up the next listed contestant if a
contestant is not present.

As the contestants are presenting, please make comments on the ballots about their
performance. (See sample ballots in this packet.)

After all of the contestants have presented and left the room, rank them from 1* to
8™ first place being the highest score.

Sign your name on each ballot.

Transfer the ranks from the individual ballots to the master ballot and double check
to ensure that the numbers match.

Return the ballots to the ballot table where they will be checked for completion.



DO NOT tell the contestants that it is your first time judging.
DO NOT ask the contestants where they are from.
DO NOT tell the contestants how you are going to rank them.

DO NOT give them any verbal feedback (normal reactions during
a piece i1s appropriate - laughter, smiles, etc. - but verbal
comments, during or after, are not.)

DO NOT show or give the ballots to the contestants. They will
receive them from their coaches.

DO NOT ask the time limit of the event — find this out at the
ballot table.

DO write during their performances instead of at the end of each
performance. Try to balance looking down to write with looking
up to observe. They are used to being critiqued by their coaches
while they are presenting.

DO fill out the ballots and sign them and return them to the ballot
table in a timely fashion.



Explanation of Individual Events

Humorous Interpretation

Dramatic Interpretation

Prose Interpretation

Poetry Interpretation

Duet Acting

The student will perform a memorized cutting
from a play, short story, novel or poem that is
humorous in nature. The student may portray
more than one character and may use a variety
of voices and bodily expressions. The
contestant should have an introduction that
states the title and author of the selection. The
student may choose to perform a short portion
of the selection prior to the introduction as a
preview or "coming attraction." The time
limit is 10 minutes with a 30 second grace
period.

Same as Humorous, but the selection will
be dramatic in nature.

The student will present a cutting from a short
story or novel. The selection does not have to
be memorized. The student will have a small
black binder that contains their script. The
contestant should have an introduction that
states the title and author of the selection. The
student may choose to perform a short portion
of the selection prior to the introduction as a
preview or "coming attraction." The time limit
is 7 minutes with a 30 second grace period.

Same as prose, but the cutting must be from a
poetic selection. The contestant may present a
variety of poems that are thematic.

Two students will present a cutting from a
play, short story, novel or poem. The
contestants will have 2 chairs to use in their
scene. Selections may be humorous or
dramatic in nature. The time limit is 12



Original
Oratory

Domestic/United
States Extemp
(DX)

Foreign Extemp (FX)

Duo Interp

minutes with a 30 second grace period. The
contestant should have an introduction,
which states the title and author of the
selection. The student may choose to perform
a short portion of the selection prior to the
introduction as a preview or "coming
attraction. " The contestants may look at
each other and may touch each other.

The student will present an original speech.
Students will pick their own topic and
present a memorized structured speech. The
speech should make a point or have a lasting
meaning. Humor is acceptable. Students will
likely cite their research sources. The time
limit is 10 minutes with a 30 second grace
period.

Students will draw a topic in another room.
They will have 30 minutes to prepare a speech
on that topic. Topics are generally relevant to
very current U.S. events. When they come to
the room, they will give you their topic slip
and will then have 7 minutes, with 30 seconds
grace, to present their prepared speech. The
speech should be structured and have an
introduction, body and conclusion. Students
will cite their informational sources. Time
signals should be given to the speakers.

Identical to DX, however the topics deal with
1ssues outside of the United States.

Very Similar to Duet Acting; in Duo Interp,
two performers act out a short literary piece
without making eye contact with or touching
their partner, and no props. They can focus on
each other during the intro, but not during the
piece itself. Focus during the performance
should be directed off-stage. Presentations
will not exceed 10 minutes with 30 seconds
grace.



TIME KEEPING

If you have a stopwatch, you may keep time in the round. If you do not have a stopwatch, it is not necessary that you
keep time.

Students are used to receiving time signals during their performance.

Poetry/Prose/Extemp 7 minutes
Humorous/Dramatic/Oratory/Duo 10 minutes
Duet Acting 12 minutes

Start the stopwatch once the performance has begun.

***NOTE*** All of these events receive a 30 second grace period in which the student has to finish their piece. So,
in actuality, a humorous interpretation could take as long as 10 minutes and 30 seconds. You should stop the student
verbally after their 30-second grace time has been used up. Don't worry, they are used to it.

If you are judging a 7 minute event:

When the stopwatch reads
4 minutes

5 minutes

6 minutes

6 minutes 30 seconds

7 minutes

7 minutes 30 seconds

If you are judging a 10 minute event:

When the stopwatch reads
7 minutes

8 minutes

9 minutes

9 minutes 30 seconds

10 minutes

10 minutes 30 seconds

If you are judging a 12 minute event:

When the stopwatch reads
9 minutes

10 minutes

11 minutes

11 minutes 30 seconds

12 minutes

12 minutes 30 seconds

Hold up this many fingers
3

2

1

hof a finger

fist

Verbal stop

Hold up this many fingers
3

2

1

12 of a finger

fist

Verbal stop

Hold up this many fingers
3

2

1

Jrof a finger

fist

Verbal stop



Texas Forensic Association
Duet Acting Ballot

Contestant's Name: Names Of b()th COHteStalltS

school Code:. 2 letter code

Round: Semi

Topic:

Section:

Speaker Number:

Time

Title of selection ime: B

Judge's Instructions:

Evaluate the speaker using the following Criteria. Please offer justification for the ranking in the roUnd and provide constructive

suggestions to improve the student's skills.

Criteria for Evaluation
Choice of Material: Is the selection appropriate to the
contestants? Does it possess interest, intelligibility, and
merit?

Introduction: Are the title and author clearly stated? Is
interest in the scene created? Is the mood set? Is the
information relevant to and sufficient for the scene?

Insight and Understanding: Do the performers appear
to have insight into the mood and meaning of the
scene? Are they faithful to the author's intent?

Characterizations: Do the performers establish
believable characters? Are they consistent with the
mood of the scene? Are bodily actions attuned to the
characters portrayed?

Voice and Diction: Is pronunciation acceptable? Is
enunciation distinct without being pedantic? Are rate,
pitch, and volume appropriate? Are the performers'
voices clear, resonant, and pleasant? Is vocal variety
sufficient?

Movement and Strategy: Is the acting area used
effectively? Is the blocking well attuned to the content
of the scene? Are a variety of levels employed?

Ensemble: Is the scene shared equally? Do the
performers act, react, interact, and respond to the
motivation of the scene? Is the team a unit?

Overall Effectiveness: Is the total effect of the scene
pleasing? Did the performers hold the audience's
interest? Is the intent of the selection clearly
communicated?
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Texas Forensic Association
Foreign Extemporaneous Speaking Ballot

Contestant's Name: N ame School Code: 9, \: i ’ l 14 (,K) e

Round: FlIlalS Section: Speaker Number:

Topic: ~ Write the question Time: 3

Judge's Instructions:
Evaluate the speaker using the following Criteria. Please offer Justlﬁcatlon for the ranking in the round and provide constructive

suggestions 10 improve the student's skills.

Criteria for Evaluation Judge’s Remarks

Analysis and Content: Did the speaker analyze the K b l @bo u:k
topic adequately? Did the content show that the m n D\A) Q ol €
speaker has adequate knowledge of the subject? Was

the content relevant to the topic? ‘ z )P \ C/
Introduction: Did the speaker get your attention and C/\ W\\‘ S%‘@(/{_ﬁd t ﬂ

introduce the subject in an interesting manner? Did it

relate to the rest of the speech? W{' Dg : .
CGrod Sttt hwere

Organization: Were the ideas carefully selected and set

forth in the speech? BD dﬂ Pﬂ\)\ \/\ﬁ D_@ §pf€

Supporting Materials: Did the speaker have

ad§quate support for his/h§rs assertions? Was the V m S “ m \ \ a/Y“ . /r v ﬂ ,\sb d \g s

evidence pertinent and logically set forth?

Style: Did the speaker exhibit command of informal ")/l Y\ 6 \/\\\ SY\

conversational style, rather than stilted or formal

? Was 1. icative rather th: . \
?‘Sriifnori ;jd;r'lguage communicative rather than ﬁ}w C/Q S V\) 6 \ S

Oral Presentation: Was the speaker's speech devoid of — S
dialectical errors, mannerisms, etc. that call attention to Qﬁ)r @ \/Qm n/\’D\ €

themselves rather than communicate the ideas
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Rank the speaker. Circle one (1* best, etc.)
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Texas Forensic Association béu i 0 t
Dramatic Interpretation Ballot

‘Fb#.

Contestant's Name: FII’St aIld LaSt Name School

Code: 2 letter code

Round: Prelims Section:
Speaker Number: _
Topic: 1 1tle Of selection Time: B

Judge's Instructions:
Evaluate the speaker using the following Criteria. Please offer justification for the
ranking in the round and provide constructive suggestions to improve the student's skills.

Criteria for Evaluation Judge's Remarks,
Selection: Is thc.: selectif)n appro.priat(.: f.'or. t.he YO ur se I e Cti on fi tS yo u we I I .
speaker? Does it show interest, intelligibility, and .
lterary value? Introduction well stated.
Introduction:, Are the title and the author clearly Ke e p u p yo ur con fi d ence !

stated? Is interest in the selection created? Is the ~
set? Is the information relevant to and sufficient for
the scene?

Emotional levels are nice.
Insight and Understanding: Does the speaker appear to -
havf insight into the moo%l and meanirf,g of thepszlection? T h N k a bo u t yo ur C h ara Cte r

Is each idea clearly expressed? Does the speaker display .

an understanding of the author's theme, point of view, J O u rn ey - Te I I t h e Sto ry -

and intent?

Characterizations: Does the speaker clearly

distinguish each of the characters in the selection? YO ur C h ara Cte r i S we I I

Are the character{s) and their attitudes clear and

vivid? Are the body responses and attitudes d eve I (@) p e d - Ke e p yO ur
appropriate? - -

o volume up. Watch diction.
Voice and Diction: Is pronlll1ciation acceptable? Is 5 .
enunciation distinct without being pedantic? Are pitch, CO u I d N t h e a r eve ryt h N g -

rate, and volume appropriate? Is the speaker's voice
responsive and pleasant? Is the use of vocal variety
appropriate and sufficient?

Bodily Action: Is.the speaker.poised? D.o gestures and G e St u _re S a d d :to y_C) ur .
expressions contribute to the interpretation of the se I e Ctl on. AV Ol d d i Stra Ctl N g

material? Does the speaker avoid distracting and

unmotivated movement? movemen tS I i ke p I ayi (@] g Wit
General Effectiveness: Does the speaker clearly yo u r' S ki rt . T h a n k yo u fo r

communicate the selection? Does the speaker

maintain the listener's interest? Is the performance yo ur h a r'd woO rk .

consistent? Is the total effect pleasing?
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Rank the speaker. Circle one (1 ;fan 14th2 Affiliation Where are you from?
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Texas Forensic Association @ 9 L/L/D T

Poetry Interpretation Ballot

Contestant's Name: First name Last Name School Code: 2 letter code
Round:  Prelims Section: Speaker Number: _
Topic: T1tle of selection Time: ~

Judge's Instructions:
Evaluate the speaker using the following Criteria. Please offer justification for the ranking in the round and provide constructive

suggestions, to improve the student's skills.

Criteria for Evaluation Judge's Remarks
Choice of Material: Does the material have literary
merit? Is it appropriate for the speaker?

Adequacy of Introduction: Are the title and author
clearly stated? Is the mood set? Is the information
relevant and sufficient to get your attention?

Insight and Understanding: Does the speaker
appear to fully understand the material? Does the
speaker appreciate the author's intent?

Interpretation: Does the speaker convey his
understanding of the material to you? If more than
one poem is used, does the speaker develop an
adequate theme?

ﬂ 0 Da\
Voice and Diction: Is pronunciation acceptable?

Are rate, pitch, and volume appropriate? Is vocal

variety adequate?

Style: Is body movement confmed? Is the presentation

excessively dramatic? Does the speaker draw attention to
himself instead of the material?

Bodily Action: Are gestures used in an effective and
restrained manner? Does the speaker appear poised?

Overall Effectiveness: Is the total effect of the
performance pleasing?

Rank the speaker. Circle one (18t being best, etc.). I'\
1 2 3rd 4ih gth gth St

Affiliation

This gives the student little insight and is not an effective learning tool.

Judge’s Signature




